
Dear Families, 
  
Welcome to fourth grade! I hope you had a wonderful summer. We have a great school 
year ahead of us filled with lots of new learning. 
  
My name is Joana Blum (pronounced bloom), and I grew up in Europe. I was born in 
Germany but primarily lived in Portugal. I moved to the United States at the age of 
fifteen and have been here ever since. I am trilingual and love using my languages. 
  
I live in Westminster with my husband, Travis, and our 8-month-old son, Michael. We 
have two dogs: Grey, our Catahoula mix, and Frankie, our Black Mouth Cur mix. During 
my free time, I enjoy walking with the family at the Westminster dog park, playing board 
games, hiking, skiing, visiting national parks, and reading science fiction books (my 
most recent favorite is Hail Mary by Andy Weir). 
  
I have a Master’s in Elementary Education from Relay Graduate School of Education. 
This will be my first year at Lincoln and my third year teaching. I believe developing a 
positive classroom culture is essential for student success. Therefore, I make every 
effort to bring joy and engagement into the classroom and work together with students 
to create a safe community where everyone can be themselves and grow academically 
and as individuals. 
  
I believe it is important to explain the why behind our learning in school. I am passionate 
about empowering students with the knowledge and skills they acquire throughout the 
school year, especially regarding the impact they can make in our community now and 
in the future. Throughout the school year, I also find it important to connect with 
students and incorporate their interests regularly into our learning. 
  
It is my goal to foster a strong home-to-school connection throughout the year. For a 
successful partnership, we will maintain an open line of communication through email, 
call, or text. You know your child best, and I value your support! 
  
I am looking forward to getting to know you all. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Joana Blum 
Fourth Grade Teacher 
Lincoln Academy 
 
 
 


